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Our Member 
Districts: 

 Attleboro 
 Bellingham 
 Blackstone 
 Easton 
 Foxborough 
 Franklin 
 Hopedale 
 Mansfield 
 Milford 
 Millvillle 
 Norfolk 
 Norton 
 North Attleboro 
 Plainville 
 Swansea 
 Tri-County 
 Uxbridge 
 Walpole 
 Wrentham 

area, students will have an 
excused absence.  In order to 
make sure that students are 
prepared with appropriate 
technology for any of these 
days that may come up, we 
have been asking families to 
complete a loan of technolo-
gy agreement.   If you have 
not yet completed the agree-
ment, you can locate it here:   

TECHNOLOGY AGREEMENT  

Thank you in advance for 
your cooperation. 

Please continue to be safe!! 

 

Have a wonderful 
Holiday!!! 

Happy November!!    

I hope that your families 
were able to safely enjoy 
the Thanksgiving Break.  I 
know it  was not the Holi-
day that we are all used 
to but it gives us an op-
portunity to be creative, 
find new ways to connect 
and reflect on being 
Grateful.  

As we enter the Holiday 
Season, please continue 
to be mindful and follow 
all CDC and State COVID-
19 Guidelines.  There is 
additional information in 
our Health Updates sec-
tion of the newsletter. It 
is my wish that our BICO 
Community stays safe 

and well!!!   

SNOW DAYS 

This year Commissioner 
Riley has agreed that 
snow days can be remote 
learning days.  BICO will 
be following along with 
this.  In the event of a 
snow day each program 
will follow what happens 
in the District that they 
are located, for example 
if Wrentham has a re-
mote learning day, BICO 
programs located in 
Wrentham will have a 
remote learning day.  If 
students are unable to 
access the remote learn-
ing that day due to power 
outages, etc…  in your 

From Our Executive Director: Jeanne Sullivan 

 

  

  

SAVE THE DATE!  

December 9, 2020  

Early Release  
 Professional  
Development  

 

December 24, 2020-

January 3, 2021  

Winter Break  

 

  

  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfASqZKGtvoG9ZBKiLrDjfEF-P4Wl9kSF2z2bVHVy41ctib8A/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0&gxids=7628&fbclid=IwAR1Okuh0WgbiMpRjuRpuNPi84-3EYtKuIxyjN0vUQ-wZDOagjgYQbSxYO5o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZL_9ZtHoYoE


Summit Regional Education Center Celebrate Fall! 

PDLP & EDLP Mansfield Learn in the Warm Weather! 

In our Preschool and Elementary Learn-

ing Programs at Mansfield, technology 

has been a huge component to our 

school day, as we provide synchronous 

learning for our remote students and 

our in-person students.  Students use 

their iPads to join group Zoom 

meetings and participate from any lo-

cation. Of course there's always time 

for a little painting project and an out-

door read aloud in the warm weather! 

 

val on October 30.  We 

were so happy to receive 

donations from a few 

different local organiza-

tions for the festivi-

ties.  The students painted 

pumpkins and entered 

them into a competition, 

they designed and decorat-

ed their doors, and even 

did a virtual pie eating con-

test!  We also held a mock 

election for the entire 

school to learn about the 

voting process; to our de-

light there was no fraud 

or funny business at the 

voting booths.   

As we look ahead, we 

will be planning some 

kind of Winter Festival to 

keep our spirits up and 

to allow the students 

some down time.  As 

always, our leadership 

team is grateful to have 

the support and encour-

agement from the fami-

lies of Summit and from 

our staff.  

 Things here at Sum-

mit continue to go 

well.  While we are 

still adjusting to the 

new realities of 

Covid and how to 

operate as a school, 

the staff and stu-

dents have shown 

great resilience to all 

the new proto-

cols.  In an attempt 

to keep things as 

normal as possible, 

we held a Fall Festi-

 

Happenings Around the Collaborative 



article on the election and determined who the cur-
rent president is, what the president does, and who 

was running for president this 
year. After our discussion, we 
voted and determined the 
winner for our classroom! 

Bi-County Campus School, Walpole Take Civic Action! 
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The Life Roles Transition Center (LRTC), grade 9-
12 students enjoyed the opportunity to practice 
voting! They each filled out their ballots and 
proudly wore their “I Voted” stickers.  The re-
sults from our election were: Biden: 6 votes, 
Trump: 1 vote, and anyone else: 1 vote. The stu-
dents were very excited to learn more about the 
voting process and take part in this important 
civic duty! 

The Adult Transition Program, 
ATP, have been rock stars this 
year! We have become a team of 
hardworking individuals. This past 
month, we have focused on jobs 
and exploring different career 
clusters. We have been meeting 
over Zoom with students from 
other schools through Fisher Col-
lege, and have focused our les-
sons on: communication, well-
ness, understanding money, and 
cover letters. We’re even planning 
a Friendsgiving for our last day 
before Thanksgiving! Our class is 
clearly filled with lots of love and 
respect for each other! 

about the election. We dis-
cussed what it meant to 
vote and practiced 
voting on various topics 
throughout the day. We 
then read a News2You 

Life Roles Transition Center, 
LRTC 18+,  had such a great 
time learning and reading 



 

TEAP Jackson Celebrate  

One Another! 

LREP Norton Enjoy  

the Turkey Life! 

The LREP Norton stu-

dents have been busy 

turkeys! This month we 

have been talking 

about the upcoming 

holidays. The students 

have enjoyed reading 

10 Fat Turkeys and 

making shape turkeys 

during arts and crafts. 

They have done amaz-

ing with this month's 

vocabulary and identi-

fying the parts of a 

turkey on Boom Cards. 

LREP Norton have en-

joyed being festive! 

The Therapeutic 

Elementary Pro-

gram (TEAP) at the 

Wood School in 

Plainville went on a 

virtual field trip to a 

dairy farm! Stu-

dents were able to 

interact with the 

farm and learn first-

hand how to milk 

cows and how milk 

is processed.  

SLBP North Attleboro Make a Shocking Discovery! 

The Specialized Lan-

guage Based  Program 

(SLBP) in North Attleboro 

explore electrical circuits 

and discover how elec-

tricity is made. 

 

TEAP Wood Go on 

 a Virtual Trip! 

The Therapeutic 

Elementary Pro-

gram (TEAP) at the 

Jackson School in 

Plainville love to 

celebrate each 

other’s special 

days. Happy Birth-

day Zack!! 



LREP King Philip Show Off Their Math Skills! 
NOVEMBER 2020 

Life Roles Educational Program (LREP) King Philip students have 
been working hard on showing off their math skills by com-
pleting circle and bar graphs. Keep up the great work kids!! 

 

The Therapeutic Educational 
Program (TEP), Foxborough 
staff and students have been 
traveling the world on a virtual 
field trip! Immersed in culture, 
language, and traditions, our 
BICO middle-schoolers have 
now traveled throughout the 
United States, down into Cen-
tral and South America, where 
the festivals in Mexico and Bra-
zil never stop! We made a quick 
stop into the icy lands of Ant-
arctica, and we are now headed 
through the exciting continent 
of Africa, where the animal spe-

TEP Foxborough Journey Around the World! 

During Physical Science class, the Learning 

Center students measure solids using a 

balance scale and water displacement.  

Learning Center, Blackstone  

Are in the Lab! 

TEAP Millville Stay in Shape! The students at Therapeutic Education-
al Alternative Program in Millville know 
indoor gym class doesn’t have to be 
boring! Students in Ms. Menard’s class 
played a gym bingo game. They  prac-
ticed push ups, crunches, bottom kicks, 
and they even added in some calming 
activities too! 

cies are endless and the terrain is 
not for the faint of heart! Deep into 
the Congo, we have learned the im-
portance of saving the gorillas, and 
protecting our Earth's sacred natural 
resources. Check back with us on 
our journey around the world in one 
school year! 
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     BICO Health Updates 
January 1st? Enforcement of school im-
munization requirements is determined 
at the local level. We encourage school 
communities to work with families and 
healthcare providers to satisfy the re-
quirements for students who are not 
compliant on January 1st.  

What about students who enroll after 
December 31? Newly enrolling students 
between January 1 and March 31 must 
have a documented dose of influenza 
vaccine for the current influenza season 
(along with all other required vaccina-
tions) when they start school.  

What about students who enroll later in 
the spring? Students enrolling after 
March 31 are not required to have a dose 
of influenza vaccine for the current 
school year.  

 
Will my school have to report the num-
ber of students who received influenza 
vaccine? Yes, the influenza vaccine re-
quirement exists for every grade, schools 
will be asked to complete school immun-
ization surveys.  

Will influenza vaccine be required every 
year or just for the 2020-2021 school 
year? Influenza vaccine is now a re-
quired vaccine for school attendance and 
will be required as of December 31 for all 
students in Kindergarten through Grade 
12 each school year.  

Do younger students require 2 doses 
according to ACIP guidelines? Children 
younger than 9 may need two doses of 
influenza vaccine depending on the num-
ber of influenza vaccines they have re-
ceived in the past. Children should be 
vaccinated according to ACIP recommen-
dations but only one dose of influenza 
vaccine is required for school attend-
ance.  

If my school will be providing instruction 
remotely, will students still need to 
meet immunization requirements? The 
school immunization requirements, in-
cluding the requirement for seasonal 
influenza vaccine, apply to all Massachu-
setts students enrolled in Kindergarten 
through Grade 12, regardless of whether 

the district is providing instruction in-
person, or using a hybrid or remote 
learning model.  

Do the flu immunization requirements 
apply to students who are home-
schooled? Immunization requirements, 
including the flu immunization require-
ment, do not apply to home schooled 
students unless the student will ever 
need to access the school building for 
sports, after school activities or any oth-
er reason. 

 COVID-19 cases are quickly rising in 
Massachusetts. 

Please keep your child home if they have 
any signs or symptoms of illness. 

COVID-19 affects different people in 
different ways. Infected people have had 
a wide range of symptoms reported – 
from mild symptoms to severe illness. 

Symptoms may appear 2-14 days after 
exposure to the virus.     People with 
these symptoms may have COVID-19: 

 Fever or chills 

 Cough 

 Shortness of breath or difficulty 
breathing 

 Fatigue 

 Muscle or body aches 

 Headache 

 New loss of taste or smell 

 Sore throat 

 Congestion or runny nose 

 Nausea or vomiting 

 Diarrhea 

Please contact your Primary Care Provid-
er if you, or anyone in your family is ex-
periencing these symptoms. 

2020-2021 Massachusetts Required 
Flu Vaccine  

FLU SHOTS ARE DUE BY DECEMBER 
31, 2020 

Reminder and FAQ’s 

Beginning with the 2020-2021 
school year, influenza vaccine is now 
required for all students. Influenza 
vaccine is always important to re-
ceive to reduce the risk of becoming 
ill with influenza, reduce the severity 
of disease if one does get sick 
(including the risk of hospitalization) 
due to influenza, as well as pre-
venting the spread of influenza to 
others. During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, influenza vaccine will be es-
pecially critical to reduce the overall 
impact of respiratory illness on the 
population, protect vulnerable pop-
ulations from severe illness, and 
decrease the overall burden on the 
healthcare system.  

Which students need to receive the 
influenza vaccine? Students in Kin-
dergarten – Grade 12 will be re-
quired to receive influenza vaccine 
for the current influenza season for 
school attendance unless they have 
a medical or religious exemption.  

When do students need to receive 
the influenza vaccine? Students 
must receive the influenza vaccine 
for the current season and send in 
documented proof by December 31, 
2020.  

Are there any exemptions to receiv-
ing influenza vaccine? Medical and 
religious exemptions are allowable 
in the state of Massachusetts.  

What type of influenza vaccine can 
students receive? Any age-
appropriate licensed influenza vac-
cine for the current season fulfills 
the requirement. This includes in-
jectable and nasal spray vaccine 
types.  

Should students without a docu-
mented dose of seasonal influenza 
vaccine be excluded from school on 
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News Around the Collaborative 

Clinical Services 
Bi–County Collaborative continues to 

offer in program clinical meetings for 

staff and families with our consulting 

psychologists, Dr. Barry Plummer and 

Dr. Craig Murphy. We are also holding 

our Friday Morning Clinic with our con-

sulting psychiatrist, Dr. Steve Bonauto, 

as well, to support our students, fami-

lies and school programming.  We have 

held these meetings virtually, with a 

few glitches along the way, but so far 

it's been very successful and continues 

to be a great resource for the BICO 

community!  

Professional Learning at BICO continues with a full professional development 

day on November 3rd. We were pleased to have Dr. Amy Laurent and Dr. 

Jacqueline Freda from Autism Level Up join us in the morning. We learned first-

hand Dr. Freda’s story growing up as an undiagnosed autistic child and her 

daily routine management as an adult.   We were able to take away several 

strategies which will help support our diverse student population.  

We have also partnered with Playmakers from the Life is Good Foundation. 

Over 50 of our staff from across the collaborative made the commitment to 

build life-changing positive relationships with students through the power of 

an optimism-infused approach to trauma informed care. In March we will ex-

pand this opportunity to all of our staff, and the 50 original staff members will 

continue the series of training. To learn more about Playmakers please visit 

their WEBSITE.  

BICO staff also had the option to select professional development opportuni-

ties from a wide range of categories to meet their individual and programmatic 

needs.  

The BICO Parent Council proudly enters its 4th 
year and has already hosted two successful 
virtual get-togethers. We are also excited to 
report that our Facebook group (BICO Parent 
Council) has grown to over 50 members. Us-
ing these virtual platforms has never been 
more important so please keep an eye out for 
another invitation to join.  

  
We also invite you to learn more about our 
Parent Partnership Program which further 
strengthens our mission to increase parent 
and caregiver connections. This is a great re-
source for newer BICO families to connect 
with more veteran families and gain a better 
understanding of what to expect as students 
age through the program. 
  
We hope you can attend our upcoming virtual 
get-togethers scheduled for 1/13, 3/10, and 
5/19. We appreciate all of your continued 
support and feel confident that together we 
will continue to make this school year a suc-
cess!  

  
To learn more about the Parent Council or our 
Parent Partnership Program, please contact 
Greg Lewis at greglewis4646@gmail.com. 
(FACEBOOK:  BICO Parent Council, ASK TO 
JOIN HERE)  

BICO’s Parent Council 

      Professional Learning 

https://www.lifeisgood.com/kidsfoundation/about-playmakers.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/420109491888032/about
https://www.facebook.com/groups/420109491888032/about





